2OO  THE CHALLENGE OF THE N.W. FRONTIER
(2)  It is a great convenience to Britain to have
a whole Field Army (paid for by India) which may
be used in any emergency in the East.
(3)  There are abundant examples where British
officers and men have lent their services to a friendly
foreign Power. Iraq and Egypt may be cited as
instances. If the R.A F. can be lent to Iraq, why not
to India?
(4)  Young nations, such as South Africa, entirely
depend for their external defence on Great Britain >
yet they have their own Ministers of Defence and
Foreign Affairs Why should not India also?
The Congress party, which has shown its immense
power, realize that to begin anew the struggle for
national independence by means of civil resistance
may involve mass imprisonments accompanied by
still greater suffering than before. But the leaders
are ready to give the order, if matters are driven to
the extreme point. On the next occasion, if non-
co-operation is renewed, the strong sentiment among
the countless village people is likely to turn the
scale still further in favour of the Congress. The
President has proved this fact by clear outward
demonstration. For he has been received by throng-
ing multitudes wherever he has gone. Since the
Congress has borne the brunt of the earlier imprison-
ments, when thousands of men and women offered
themselves voluntarily, as ready to suffer for their
country, it is now reaping its well-earned reward.
It has come to hold an unchallenged place in the
hearts of the common people*